
[Award manager]
[Address 1]

[Address 2]

[Address 3]

[Address 4]

[Postcode]

[Date]





Reference number: [A123456]

Dear [award manager]

Government announcement on the future of the Independent 
Living Fund 
I wrote to you on 12 July 2012 to let you know that the Government had launched a consultation on how best to support you beyond 2015. 
The consultation closed on 12 October 2012, and following careful consideration of the responses received from individuals and organisations, the Government today announced its response. We are writing to you now so that you hear about the Government’s decision as soon as possible after the announcement was made.

The Government has decided to transfer the funding and responsibility for your current ILF care and support needs to local authorities in England and the devolved administrations in Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland from 2015.  The full Government response to the consultation will be published at www.dwp.gov.uk/future-of-ilf   

This decision will mean the closure of the ILF on 31 March 2015. The Government’s decision takes into account issues raised throughout the consultation and arrangements are being made which will allow the smooth transfer of your care and support over the next two years.
We appreciate that you may be concerned about this decision and would like to reassure you that it has no immediate impact on your ILF award. We will continue your funding until 31 March 2015 as long as you continue to meet the ILF eligibility criteria. To find out more about the ILF eligibility criteria you can:

· go online and visit www.gov.uk/independent-livingfund/eligibility, or
· 
contact your caseworker for an explanation, or 
· ask for a copy of our booklet, ‘Getting and using your ILF award’.

We will write to you again in March 2013, once we have finalised our plans, to explain how we will support you through the transfer of your funding and support to local authorities. This letter will also include detailed information about the joint review visit we will arrange to assess your care and support needs.
In the meantime, we are available to help support you with any concerns or questions you may have about the Government’s decision. You can contact your caseworker by telephone on 0115 945 0700 or 0845 601 8815. If you prefer to use email, please contact us on customerservices@ilf.org.uk 
If you have any questions about your ILF award, please contact your caseworker in the normal way.

Yours sincerely
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James Sanderson

Chief Executive


